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• Shellfish reef restoration started in US ~20 years ago 

• Driven by litigation & economic stimulus spending

• Since 2014, global explosion in projects

• Quantifying services and valuing services is key



Importance 
of 

Community



TNC ~170 projects

NOAA ~190 projects



Shellfish reefs are also efficient job-creators, especially compared to 
traditional ‘grey’ infrastructure:

INFRASTRUCTURE JOBS PER $1M

MINE DEVELOPMENT 2.5

SPORTING COMPLEX DEVELOPMENT 4.9

REGIONAL AIRPORT UPGRADES 1.4

MAJOR ROAD UPGRADES 5.9

HORTICULTURE EXPANSION 4.8

SHELLFISH REEFS 8.5



Chesapeake 
Bay



Harris 
Creek 

• Started in 2011

• 142 ha completed 2015

• 2.5 billion spat-on-shell added

• >200,000 m3 of shell and rock

• $53 Million USD 



Regional 
Economic 
Analysis 

2019

• 160% increase in blue crab production
• 650% increase in white perch production
• $11 Million/yr for blue crab alone
• $22.8 Million/yr total production
• 7.8 Million/yr labour income
• $13.3 Million/yr value added
• 319 annual jobs
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Any questions?

www.natureaustralia.org.au
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